CHAPTER XV

THE ALVEMSLEBEN CONVENTION

CONTEMPORANEOUS and not unconnected with the revolu-
tion In Italy, a movement began in Poland, the springs of
which lay in the distress of the country, the observance by
the Church of the national patriotic festivals, and the
excitement which prevailed in the rural associations.
Towards this movement feeling in St. Petersburg remain-
ed for a good while undecided! being dominated in about
equal measure by absolutist principles and Polish sympa-
thies. In the higher circles of Russian society the influ-
ences which made for Poland were connected with the now
outspoken demand for a constitution. It was felt as a
degradation that cultivated people like the Russians should
be denied institutions which existed in all Europe*!!!
nations, and should have no voice in the management of
their own affairs. The division of opinion on flic Polish
question penetrated the highest military circles, and led to a
hot dispute between Count Ijambert, Governor of Warsaw,
and Governor-General Gemtenberg, which terminated with
the unexplained death by violence of the latter (January
1862), I was present at his interment in one of the evan-
gelical churches in St. Petersburg* Those Russians who
demanded a constitution for themselves pleaded at times in
excuse for the Poles that they were not governable by Rus-
sians, and that as they grew more civilised they became
entitled to a share in the administration of their country.